All Saints’ Sunday
Year C

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
Psalm 149
Ephesians 1:11-23
Luke 6:20-31

As we begin to look at the list of Beatitudes in Luke’s Gospel, we need to keep two things in
mind — first, the audience, and second, the differences with the Beatitudes in Matthew’s Gospel.
In Matthew, Jesus is talking to a great crowd, while here, in Luke, Jesus is talking to the
disciples. Also in Matthew, we see a “spiritualizing” of the sayings. Thus for example, Matthew
has Jesus saying “Blessed are the poor in spirit”, while Luke states it as “Blessed are the poor.”
These are important differences to consider.

In looking at Luke’s audience as being the disciples, as opposed to a larger gathering, we see this
as part of the instructions Jesus gives to those who desire to follow Him. That changes how we
might interpret the series of blessings and woes that Luke gives us. Jesus is speaking directly to
the disciples, as seen by the words He uses. We can look at these sayings as qualifications for
discipleship. Also, Luke adds the fourth blessing to the list in Matthew, because Jesus is warning
the disciples of the persecution to come. We can also look at this as a descriptor of the saints who
have gone before, whom we remember on this All Saints” Sunday.

Throughout the Gospel according to Luke, much is made of the poor. They have a special place
in Jesus’ heart. From the very beginning of His ministry, Jesus proclaims He is anointed to bring
good news to the poor, as He quotes Isaiah. In the first century, wealth was viewed as a sign of
God’s blessing. Jesus is turning this notion upside down and clearly stating that the poor are the
ones truly blessed by God. Why is this?

If we are to be considered poor, that means we are vulnerable, socially unacceptable, and,
perhaps, even economically destitute. The poor have no illusions as to their ability to help
themselves. They know they must seek aid from others. We see this in the great influx of people
going to foodbanks and soup kitchens. Without the assistance they receive, all hope is gone. But,
Jesus points out that these are the ones who turn to God for their help. While they may receive
what they need from other people, they realize that it is God, working through these people, who
is the real source of their aid. In this situation, they already have the Kingdom of God.

This is also true for the other conditions listed in these blessings. Those who are hungry,
mourning, and hated because of their beliefs know that God is their source of help. There is no
question in their minds to whom they belong. Thus, they can rejoice in the Lord, even in the
midst of their problems. That is the experience of the Kingdom of God.

On the other hand, as we see in the woes that follow the blessings, it is those who have the means
to support themselves who are in danger of not relying on God. They have all that they need,
they can rest in the knowledge that all is well with them. Therefore, they may fall into the trap
we saw in the Gospel reading a few weeks ago, when the rich man was so wrapped up in his



luxury that he did not even notice the poor man lying at his gate. It is when we become
complacent that we are in trouble.

But Jesus does not end with the blessings and woes. He continues His instruction to the disciples
with the commandments of love, not only for those who are like us and do good things for us,
but for our enemies — those who abuse us. This is totally new territory for the people listening to
Him. Loving one’s neighbor is found in Leviticus, as loving God is found in Exodus. But, loving
our enemies? This seems like a radical new idea. How are we to do that?

If we truly follow the last phrase of this reading, loving our enemies falls right into place. "Do to
others as you would have them do to you.” The great Jewish teacher, Hillel, taught this decades
before Jesus. This version of the Golden Rule makes it imperative that we love everyone,
including our enemies and those who would do us harm. Is this a normal human response? No. It
takes God helping through our lives to really follow the Golden Rule, even though this is a core
principle in every religion in the world. This is at the very center of the ethical message of Jesus
and should be our prime directive. It is only by following this rule that we can truly love our
neighbors as ourselves.



